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Outline 

o The UIS international education data 
production at the dawn of Education 2030 

o UIS international education surveys 

 Response rates 

 Key data gaps and issues 
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International education data, what for? 
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How to ensure international comparability? 

o Data comparability across countries is ensured by: 

 Standards 

 Adopting ISCED (ISCED 2011)  

 Defined education indicators methodology 

Homogeneous data sources 

 Using United Nations Population Division (UNPD) 
population estimates/SPC for countries with total pop less 
than 50k  

 Using World Bank and IMF economic data 
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Education Surveys 

 o UIS/OECD/EUROSTAT – UOE survey  

 48 countries (two in Pacific) 

 Data processing split between organizations 
 

o UIS Education survey 

 163 countries  

 Data processed by UIS 
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UIS Education Survey of Formal Education 

o Based on ISCED 2011 

o 3 questionnaires – sent every year :  
 Questionnaire A (UIS/ED/A): students and teachers (ISCED 0-4) 

 Questionnaire B (UIS/ED/B): educational expenditure (ISCED 0-8) 

 Questionnaire C (UIS/ED/C): students and teachers (ISCED 5-8) 

 

UIS/ED/A UIS/ED/B UIS/ED/C 
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 o 2 questionnaires – not necessarily collected every year  
 Questionnaire T (UIS/ED/T): Supplementary Questionnaire on Teachers  

 Questionnaire ISCED 2011 (UIS/ED/ISC11): national education systems 

 

 

UIS Education Survey of Formal Education 

Please refer to the Instruction Manual: Survey of Formal Education and the VAL_Glossary at the end of this questionnaire for detailed concepts and definitions used in this survey.

All UIS questionnaires and manuals are available on the Questionnaire Website: http://www.uis.unesco.org/UISQuestionnaires/Pages/country.aspx

Completed questionnaires should be sent by email attachment to: uis.survey@unesco.org

Instructions for completing the questionnaire

2016 SURVEY OF FORMAL EDUCATION

Supplementary Questionnaire on Teachers

Data for the academic year ending in 2015

Deadline for returning the completed questionnaire: 29 April 2016

Data from previous surveys are available at: http://www.uis.unesco.org/datacentre

Coverage

The Supplementary Questionnaire on Teachers has the same coverage as the UIS Survey of Formal Education. It covers formal initial and formal adult education from pre-primary to 

secondary education within the borders of your country. Data on all teachers employed in the country in both public and private institutions should be reported irrespective of the 

hiring entity (e.g. national, regional or local levels of government, communities, educational institutions or other entities). If data are not available for some part of the education 

system or do not cover all teachers as described above, please make estimates to ensure full data coverage.  In case estimates are not possible please provide a comment 

regarding the coverage of the data and describe any omissions.  Please also make every effort to ensure that the teacher data reported in this questionnaire are consistent with the 

data reported in Table A9 of UIS/ED/A.

This questionnaire collects data on classroom teachers at ISCED levels 0 to 3 and not their assignments to specific programmes, levels or grades. This means that each teacher 

should be counted once only. If classroom teachers are assigned to more than one level or grade or if they have more than one teaching contract, their numbers should be pro-rated 

according to the percentage of contractual working (or teaching) hours devoted to each programme, level or grade during the reference school year. Where this information is 

unknown, classroom teachers should be pro-rated in equal shares to each programme, level or grade to which they are assigned during the reference year. 

If data on teachers with permanent contracts are not available, the number of civil servant teachers can be used as a proxy.  If data are not available for private institutions, please 

report data for public institutions only.  Please provide a comment in either of these cases. 

Please report salary data in accordance with the formal policies or statutory salary scales for a full-time full-year classroom teacher in public institutions in your country at each of 

the three levels of experience assuming a teacher had the required minimum training to be fully trained to teach at the start of their teaching career. Data should be provided in 

units of the national currency. If it is not possible to provide data in units of the national currency please update Question 3 in the VAL_T1 sheet.

Before completing this questionnaire, education programmes should first be classified by level according to the 2011 revision of the International Standard Classification of 

Education (ISCED 2011). The UIS will use the ISCED 2011 mapping of your country to validate your data submission. If your country does not have a recent ISCED mapping or if there 

have been subsequent changes to your national education system, please download and complete or update the questionnaire on National Education Systems (UIS/ED/ISC11) which 

is available on our Questionnaire Website.

Academic year/reference period for the data collected in this questionnaire

This questionnaire collects data on the academic year ending in 2015 or a more recent year. If data are not available for 2015, please report the latest year for which data are 

available.

ISCED 2011

UIS/ED/T UIS/ED/ISC11 
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SURVEY 

Collection (dates) 

Mail-out dates Deadline for return  Reminder 1  Reminder 2 

2015 Survey  
(school year ending in 2014) 

Apr-29-2015 Jul-17-2015 Aug-14-2015 Sep-16-2015 

2016 Survey  
(school year ending in 2015) 

Feb-01-2016 Apr-29-2016 May-17-2016 Jun-20-2016 

UIS Survey Schedule 
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Education Data Production at UIS 
 

Data 
correction 

Data check 

Calculation of 
Indicators 

Data entry 

Indicators 
review 

Publishing 

Country 
feedback 

Data 
report 

Country 
review 

Questionnaires 
received 

Mail out 
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Data Processing Report 

Please provide your response to tn.ho@unesco.org and/or uis.survey@unesco.org by June 1st 2016.

1.  Coverage, coding and coherence with ISCED mapping: Please review the issues below:

Table

All

A8

2.  Missing data: Please complete the following tables/cells:

Table

A2, A3, A9, A10

A8

A8

A9, A10

3.  Data issues: Please review the issues below:

Table

A5

Data at ISCED 343+353 have been coded as "0 Z"(not applicable) based on the 

ISCED mapping.

Graduates at the column "ISCED 342+352" are missing but were available last 

year. ISCED 352 exists according to the ISCED mapping. Could you provide 

data or estimates please?

Country comments

Classroom teachers, qualified and trained teachers at ISCED 02 

Students and teachers at ISCED 4

Graduates at ISCED 2 are missing but were available last year. Graduates at 

ISCED 2 are the number of students who completed the last grade of lower 

secondary, in your country it is lower secondary grade 3 in the new 

education system. Could you provide data or estimates please?

At ISCED 1, the number of students in Table A3 (both initial education and 

formal adult education) do not equal to the sum of Tables A4 (formal adult 

education only) and A5 (initial education only) but should be.  For example, 

total number of students at ISCED 1 age >24 is 388,936 in Table A3 but the 

sum of data in Tables A4 and A5 for age >24  is 386,956 (difference of 2980). 

The same can be observed for age group <15, 15, 16 and 24. Could you verify 

and provide corrected data please?

DATA PROCESSING REPORT

UIS/ED/A/2016:  Students and teachers (ISCED 0-4)

IRAN, ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OFCountry name:                     

 Questionnaire:

This document contains a Data Report, Time Series Report and the cleaned tables from your data submission for the questionnaire indicated above.  We have reviewed your 

data submission to ensure that all metadata and data are complete and are consistent with your country’s latest ISCED mapping and historical data. We have also run a series 

of data checks to ensure the validity of the data provided.  Please respond to our questions/comments below and review the data and metadata in the cleaned 

questionnaire tables.  If necessary, corrections to data, codes and comments may be made directly in the relevant cells of the questionnaire tables .  Your timely and 

complete response is essential to ensure the quality of the data produced and their international dissemination.

The following data items were not provided in this data submission. These data items are essential for producing cross nationally comparable data. If possible, please 

provide estimates for the missing data or an explanation regarding why the data are missing or when they will be available.

UIS comments Country comments

UIS comments Country comments

Data at ISCED 01 have been coded as "0 Z" (not applicable) based on the 

ISCED mapping.

UIS comments
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Education Indicators Country Review 
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Data checking and your feedback:   

the importance of data report and indicator review 

 
o Important steps to validate new data 

o Improve UIS understanding of countries’ specificities 

o Allows for feedback which ensures that the data are of 
the best possible quality 
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http://www.uis.unesco.org/ 

Outputs and data dissemination –UIS website 
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o Thematic reports 
o Information papers 
o Technical documents 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

UIS publications 
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Your data submitted to the UIS have been 
used in important international reports  

16 
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Response rate by region, Survey 2016 
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Response rate for Pacific countries,  
Survey 2013 to Survey 2016 

First UIS/SPC 
regional 

workshop 
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The importance of timely data 

o To meet the international demand for data and their 
respective deadlines 

o To influence policy changes within the country 

o Country level statistics may not be shown if deadlines are 
missed 

o UIS’ own outputs rely on the availability of reliable timely 
data 

o Last but not least, timely data allows for feedback which 
ensures that the data are of the best possible quality 
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Timeliness and regularity for UIS 
Questionnaire A 
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Key data gaps and issues in UIS QA  

 
o Pre-primary education (missing, under/over coverage) 

o Lack of data on technical and vocational education (TVET)  

o Inconsistent enrolment data by age with official entrance 
age 

o Large amount of over-aged pupils 

o Teaching staff disaggregated by ISCED level not available 

o Missing or inconsistent data on qualified and trained 
teachers 

o Graduates at primary and lower secondary education 
(missing, misreporting) 
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Timeliness and regularity for UIS 
Questionnaire B 
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Key data gaps and issues in UIS QB  

 

o Very limited submissions  

o Expenditure allocated by ISCED levels (e.g. 
high proportion not allocated) 

o Expenditure by nature of spending (often 
not disaggregated by nature) 

o Inconsistency between expenditure source 
and spending 



U
N

ES
C

O
 In

st
it

u
te

 f
o

r 
St

at
is

ti
cs

 

Timeliness and regularity for UIS 
Questionnaire C 
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Key data gaps and issues in UIS QC  

 
o Partial coverage 

o Enrolment and graduates in first degree 
programmes 

o New entrants and first time new entrants to 
tertiary programmes 

o International mobile students missing 
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Document list 

o Mapping national education system to UIS 
questionnaires 

o Technical training materials 

o ISCED documents 

o UIS questionnaires and indicator guideline 

o UIS recent publications 

UIS website: http://www.uis.unesco.org/ 
 

UIS blog: https://sdg.uis.unesco.org/ 

 

 

 

http://www.uis.unesco.org/
https://sdg.uis.unesco.org/
https://sdg.uis.unesco.org/
https://sdg.uis.unesco.org/
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New developments underway… 

o UIS is revisiting model for capacity building for 
SDG 

o Developing innovative resources for training 

o UIS questionnaires revision 

o New data sources are emerging  

o Develop new databases for equity and 
learning 
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